Interview with Fritz Haberstroh from the 22nd SS Cavalry Division "Maria 
Theresia", Dusseldorf, 1988. 


Thank you for agreeing to meet with me. As | said earlier, | would like 
to ask you a few questions about your service as a member of the 
Waffen SS. My first question is: what made you decide to join the SS? 


Fritz: Great, you are a gentleman and good company; It's nice to meet 
you. To tell you my story, it must first begin in my hometown with my 
HJ group. | was accepted into the Hitler Youth in 1933, you could be a 
pimp and then you could join the older boys. As you know, my family 
was patriotic and loyal. Contrary to what many are forced to say today, 
the Fuhrer had immense popular support and all | heard was how much 
he was doing for Germany. That made a big impression on me as a 
child and | could see how happy and content my family and the people 
around us were. Things went up again in the mines, with better work 
safety and pay, as in most areas of German life. When war broke out 
in 1939, | was ready to volunteer. | was given an SS newspaper and as 
| read it | was struck by the elitist status that the SS seemed to have. It 
was a movement within the National Socialist movement focused on 
protecting our racial makeup. Not many people tell you that every day, 
do they? 


| knew | wanted to serve in the SS. It was an elite force of men separate from the regular army; 

she was new and | was thrilled to be a part of it. | passed the tests | was given and my ancestry 

was pure, so | was accepted in 1940 and after the training | went to the Training Replacement 

Battalion Germany. | got the gray uniform; we wore the gray uniform during the war, only the tank 

troops wore the black one. | felt very dashing walking to the train station in this uniform with the 
white runes on it, so we stood out. 


| remember getting my boot scratched on something sharp while 
boarding a train. | was so upset that my uniform was defaced that 
as soon as | arrived | went to the supply people. 


One thing we were taught was to always look good to make 
yourself feel good. Of course, the most important topic was always: 
. trust your comrades. In the SS we didn't have locks on our lockers; 
The MAS-38 is a French submachine gun ; ; ; 
developed in the 1930s and used by the that was a big confidence test. You may be interested to know that 
French and German armed forces our instructors made our training very realistic, even shooting at us 
aun me reer with live bullets. | remember that our SS-Hauptscharfiihrer had a 
captured French MAS and he shot at us, far away of course so as not to hit us. This prepared us 
for the noise and confusion of later combat. Our training was the best in the entire German army, 
it was tough both mentally and physically, but it made us the best soldiers. 


How did you experience the declaration of war in 1939? 
Fritz: | can speak for most Germans back then; we were both angry and sad. 


We as a people wanted our national honor back and a good reputation in Europe. We didn't want 
war or conflicts to get us involved. The energy of our 
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Nation was used to rebuild infrastructure and eradicate poverty. | experienced this first-hand in the Hitler 
Youth when we collected money to help widows and poor people rebuild. We cleaned up the cities and 
helped with the harvest so that no one went hungry. When war was announced | felt that everything we 
had achieved was now in jeopardy. Poland became arrogant, refusing fair trade, persecuting the 
Germans absorbed by the Versailles dictate and, as far as | could see, taking a tough stance on 
Germany. We as a nation felt unfairly treated, and many who were still considered German were left 


behind in a nation that didn't want them. 


The Fuhrer had to do something about the situation at the border. Britain had no right to go the way it 
did; it behaved like a bully and provoked a fight. Germany went to war with the intention of repelling 
Poland, retaking our country and then making peace. There was hope that the war would end after the 
surrender of the French, and even after that. The warmonger Churchill had other plans; it kept Britain in 
the war, despite repeated requests from Germany to end it. This caused the war to escalate on many 
fronts to counter the British and | am convinced that Stalin was preparing to move west. 


Did the Waffen SS have the best weapons? | heard army soldiers say that the SS had better weapons 
than themselves. 


Fritz: | don't think so. In 1940 we had old or captured weapons. We had few vehicles, artillery, tanks and 
small arms. All SS units went to Russia on foot and hardly had superior firepower. We often had to rely 
on the help of the Luftwaffe. 

So in the early days of the war the army had better weapons than we did. Later, in the middle to the end 
of the war, that may be true. Reichsfuhrer-SS Himmler visited us often and when he heard about the 
shortages and shortages he wanted it fixed immediately. | know that in 1944 the SS armored regiments 
were often asked for help by the army. All SS units at the front were equipped with the best that 
Germany had to offer. This caused resentment in 
the army, as later everything became tight and 

, they argued that they should have priority over a 
political army. And this at a time when the SS 
outperformed the army units and repelled enemy 
attacks that the army was running away from. 


| ended up in the cavalry which was in the German 
' tradition so our stables were top notch and had 
the best there was. Himmler made sure that the 
procurement office bought the best horses and 
equipment for us. 
: It may surprise you that we were not motorized 
The mounted knights from "Maria Theresia". These brave men were almost until later in the war. We used horses to pull all of 
completely wiped out while helping their Hungarian comrades at the end of the our gear for fig hting, eating, and repairs. Most of 
war. Only 170 survived the ensuing slaughter and encirclement. the horses came from Germany, but later we 
could buy horses in Russia or use captured horses. | can still see all the looted gear we had to sift 
through. Some German units looked more Russian than German. Many units adopted abandoned 
animals such as dogs, pigs, and cats; one even had a dairy cow that she took with her as a fresh supply. 
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| understand you served in both the Florian Geyer and the Maria Theresia. | read that war 
crimes were committed by these divisions on the eastern front. May | ask your opinion? 


Fritz: It is true that these divisions to which | belonged had fights with 
bandits; we fought both the Red Army and bandits. Due to the nature 
of the war with the bandits, they were not only illegal combatants, but 
often criminals as well. You heard it from me; it was criminals who 
rioted against the population and the German units. | remember our 
leader Fegelein giving a speech to the officers telling us: "Your actions 
as German officers reflect badly on Germany, your honor and your 
men, fight bravely and lead with courage. We fight against a ferocious 

. . @nemy such as we have never seen 
before. Show mercy when due, but never hesitate to destroy 
this evil". While | don't speak for all the former Waffen SS 
men, | can testify that the Soviet Union's claims that we 
deliberately murdered civilians just to gain space are a lie. | 
saw the good relationships we had with the people and often 
we tried to provide for them. 


8th SS Cavalry Division Florian Geyer 


| saw the crowds waving and cheering as the German units 
marched through the streets towards the front. 

The cases where villages were attacked or burned down were 
cases where a bandit camp was uncovered and taken. If the 
villagers helped the bandits, they were just as guilty and 
sometimes faced justice. Knrushchev made it sound like we 
existed only to go from village to village and loot everything in 
front of us, that's a lie, we had to fight the illegal bandits he 
sent behind our front lines. The German armed forces 
generally had a decent relationship with the population; it was 
our enemies who sent inciters to stir them up with false 
propaganda. | saw a leaflet we were given that said we were raping children and killing 
mothers. 

These ungodly people even claimed that we were destroying churches and killing priests. 
The truth was that we were helping to reopen churches in the East and Balkans by providing 
security so people could pray for the first time in a long time. 


The men of the 22nd SS Cavalry Division "Maria Theresia". 


The bandits were mostly communists with a large mix of Jews and only a handful of others 
who hated our occupation. It was fortunate for us that they often formed separate gangs and 
fought each other, often to the point of extinction; Of course, we are also to blame for this. 
As for the Jews, they were in a dire situation. People hated them for what happened during 
and after the revolution. They formed these gangs and not only protected themselves from 
these militias, but they were soon supported by Moscow to fight us. 

At this point we had to execute them as illegal war fighters; it had nothing to do with being 
Jews. In fact, in some areas there were Jews who wanted nothing to do with politics and 
they were left alone. What | mean to say is that | do not believe any of the allegations of war 
crimes made by the victors after the war. | have no doubt that lone men wearing the German 
uniform had meltdowns and in a moment of anger and frustration killed 
an innocent man. It happens in warfare and in every army. Both in the 
German SS and in the army that would have been punished, atrocities 
or executions on the battlefield were not allowed. 


| know we weren't perfect as men or soldiers, nobody is. Our men stole 
food from civilians they wanted 22nd SS Volunteer Cavalry Division 
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deceive and seduce them. When these issues were brought to our attention, we dealt with 
them in a manner that was fair to all. | remember a Russian woman had her mayor come to 
our headquarters because a man with runes on his collar had stolen a car. We were the only 
SS unit in the area and no car was found during a search. We ordered a chariot made for this 
woman just to show that we meant no harm and meant her no harm. At the end of the day, she 
had a new car that must have been a lot better than her old one. 


Did you know Fegelein? What did you think of him and what do you know about his death? 


Fritz: Well, there were two Fegeleins in Florian Geyer, Hermann and Waldemar. Both were 
distinguished officers and horsemen, having competed in the 1936 games. Waldemar is still 
alive and you absolutely must get to know him if it is possible; | wrote to him a couple of times. 
Hermann could be a bit arrogant, after all he was close to Himmler and later married Gretl 
Braun, Eva's sister. | can't tell you anything bad about either of them, they were both good 
looking cavalrymen. Once we were walking through a settlement and the girls were clapping 
and adoring them both. They could have had a harem, one girl even showed them her breasts; 
she wasn't quite right in the head because she did that to everyone. We laughed and ordered 
our men to erase all bad thoughts about them. | met a lot of former comrades after the war and 
we talked about what happened at the end. | can tell you that it was not the Fuhrer who ordered 
Hermann's execution, but an SD officer who did it on 
Bormann's orders. He should continue to serve and 
fight. He was a very brave officer and loyal to the 
Fuhrer and the Reichsfuhrer SS. If he was absent it 
was only to save his wife while so many were allowed 
to go home. 


| know that Himmler wanted to negotiate a separate 
eace because he believed the Fuhrer was incapacitated. 
one of them did anything treacherous or underhand; 
the Allies like to portray the end as a total collapse of 
honor. Bormann is something of a mystery. There are 
Hermann Fegelein (right) with his wounded brother Waldemar. rumors that he defected to the Soviets and then 
disappeared. It's a great secret that we'll never know. | don't want to believe it, but there were 
traitors around the Fuhrer. There is no other explanation as to why he /Fegelein] was shot. The 
leader took pity on him and refused to have him executed. That someone did this behind their 
back is very sad. As far as | know, his daughter died in a car accident in Munich, or something 
like that. | can say that | am proud to have served with these men, albeit for a short time. 


| also know that the Fuhrer died in the bunker, he didn't escape anywhere. For him, Berlin was 
his last stand, and he held onto this miracle until the Soviets got close to the bunker. Like 
everyone else in this desperate situation, he chose to end his life to avoid being captured. This 
is a military tradition that has happened many times in history. In the absence of any hope of 
remedy, the enemy at the door and after seeing what was happening to Mussolini and his 
party, he did the sensible thing. | think that goes for the Goebbels as well, who knew what was 
happening and didn't want their children to be raped, assaulted, or made to turn against their 
family. Today we read how insane and hateful they were, but we were not in their shoes. As | 
told you before, | don't believe the stories in the newspapers and historians. 


22nd SS Volunteer Cavalry Division 
Hermann Fegelein 
Waldemar Fegelein 
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